
 

 
                                  

     

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Read these tips, and practice them as often as you can.  

You’ll never know how good you can get until you try!“ 
 

Michael Riso  
Golf Professional 

          

‘Best of the Best Golf Tips!’ 

Top  
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Introduction 

With nearly 100 individual golf tips sent out each year, we've selected our 'Top 10’ Best of the Best Golf 

Tips' to help your game excel. These tips contain easy to understand pictures that help clarify each tip, and 

can immediately be used to improve anyone's game! Putting, chipping, wedges, sand shots, driving, the 

mental game and more - they're all covered! Plus you’ll find two bonus tips, including a ‘Tiger Tip’ that 

will help make hitting your wedges a whole lot easier!  

After 31 years teaching golf, and hundreds of golf tips written, I’ve chosen 10 powerful tips I feel anyone 

of any skill level can apply.  

You’ll find tips covering the swing, short game, course management, the mental game, and clubs. My goal 

was and is, to make golf more enjoyable by simplifying instruction, and helping golfers have a clearer 

understanding of the importance of properly fit clubs.  

The full swing consists of just a few core fundamentals. When a handful of principles are learned and 

committed to memory in our bodies, the game becomes easier and much more rewarding. Yes, like 

anything we want to become more skilled at, some practice is required.  

If you’ll adhere to the following tips, your practice will be time well spent, and your game will show it.  

       Enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Relax and Golf with Michael Riso 

Mike Riso Golf   

Look for your Bonus Tip on what 

makes Tiger’s wedges so great! 
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Simple adjustments can make the difference 

between frustration and success. 

Harry Vardon 

Created the overlapping 

grip in the 1890’s. The 

most common grip used 

by golfers today.  Won 6 

Open Championships.  

 

 

‘The Stylist’ 

Gene Sarazen 

Invented the sand 

wedge in the 1930’s by 

welding metal onto the 

bottom of his club. 

This allowed the 

clubhead to skim off 

the sand.  

’The Squire’  

Walter Hagen 

Brought the golf 

professional into a 

place of respect, and 

greatly increased the 

purses played for 

during professional golf 

tournaments.  

’The Haig’  

Robert Tyre Jones Jr.  

Founder of Augusta 

National and The 

Masters.  The best 

amateur in history 

winning 13 of the 20 

Major Championships 

he entered. 

‘Bobby’ 

Ben Hogan 

First man to bring 

practice to a new level. 

Hogan practiced 

hitting 1200 balls per 

day. Won 6 of his 9 

Majors after his near 

fatal car accident.   

‘The Hawk’  

Five Players That Shaped The History of Golf.   



Tip # 1 (Part one)  

10 Biggest Reasons you 3-putt, and How to Eliminate Them.  

  

Putting can be simple or complex. To make it as simple as possible here are the following 5 points listed in 

bold, that greatly influence how often you 3-putt. Solutions are included for each of the points. Reasons six 

through ten along with their solutions are covered in part two. 

1. No distance control. If you can't control the speed of your putts, you'll leave long second putts.  

Solution: Learn to swing your putter back and through from your chest and shoulders like a pendulum 

swings, instead of hinging your wrists and pushing with your arms.  

 

2. Missing short putts. This is caused by poor aim more than any other reason.  

Solution: Use an alignment aid (pictured below) with a line on your ball, and aim the lines toward the 

center of the hole. To help further, make sure your putter has a line or markings on top of it that lines up 

with the line on your ball.  Once you’re sure you’re aimed properly, stroke your putt with confidence.  

 

3. Ignoring the grain. Grass grows in different directions, and this affects the 

way the ball rolls. Grain can cause you to miss a straight 2-foot putt by pulling 

the ball away from the hole.  

Solution: Look at the grass around the edge of the cup. If you notice the edge 

is torn or browned and it's on the right or left side of the hole from where 

you're putting, the ball will break toward the browned or torn area. The ball 

will also roll faster when the browned area is behind the cup, and slower when 

the browned area is in front.  It‘s best to hit your short putts firmly on very 

grainy greens. The slower the ball is rolling, the more the grain will affect it.  

 

  

 

By using a ‘lined’ ball mark and         

a line on your ball, you’ll know  

you’re aiming correctly. 
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        Putt will be faster                  Putt will be slower              Putt breaks to the left          Putt breaks to the right 

Pay close attention to the grain of the green around the cups. These brown or torn areas will help you determine 

which way the blades of grass will pull your putts.  



4. Misreading slopes. People often ignore whether they're putting up or down a hill, and this causes their 

putts to stop short, or go way past the hole.  

Solution: Stand to either side of your line, and see whether your putt is level, going uphill or going 

downhill. Then adjust your backswing accordingly. Take a shorter backswing going downhill, and a longer 

backswing going uphill.   

 

5. Your putter is improperly fit. If your putter doesn't fit you, it's hard to aim properly, and make solid 

contact. You’ll also have trouble creating the proper tempo in your stroke.  

Solution: Schedule a putter fitting, and either make the proper adjustments to your putter, or have one 

custom fit for you.  

Tip # 1 (Part two)  

10 Biggest Reasons you 3-putt, and How to Eliminate Them.  

  

Here are the second 5 reasons you 3-putt, and their solutions.   

6. Misreading breaks. The majority of golfers misjudge how much their putts will break to the right or the 

left.  

Solution: Crouch down as low as possible from behind your 

putt and look toward the hole. Notice whether the ground 

slopes right or left. Take your best guess and aim more to the 

right when the ground tilts left, and aim more to the left 

when the ground tilts right. A good rule of thumb is to play 3 

times as much break as you think the putt will break. For 

example, if you think your 20-foot putt will break 4 inches, 

increase the amount of break you play by 3 times. So in this 

case play 12 inches of break.  

 

7. Not spot putting. Every putt should be played as a straight 

putt. In other words you’re not going to try to make a putt 

break by manipulating your putter or the ball.  

Solution: Picture the hole in a different spot than where it actually is. If you're aiming 10 inches right of the 

hole, forget the real hole exists and aim at an imaginary hole, or a spot somewhere along your line. The 

slope of the green will curve your ball toward the hole.   

 

8. Failure to observe others. There's much that can be learned about our own putt by watching other 

players in our group.  

Solution: Whenever you're on or near a green, watch the chips and putts of your playing partners. This will 

give you a wealth of information on how your putt will break, and how fast the green is.    
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Tom Watson aims this breaking putt 5 feet 

right of the hole. Most golfers don’t play near 

enough break.  



  

9. Hurrying short putts. Missed short putts are often caused by rushing.  

Solution: Follow the same routine you would for any longer putt. Take your time and line it up correctly. 

Check for any break near the hole. If you feel uncomfortable trying to avoid standing in someone's line, 

mark your ball, then putt after they've putted out.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. No feedback loops. When we have no one to give us an outside perspective, or we aren't using a putting 

aid that can help line us up, we're more likely to make errors in our stroke or set-up.  

Solution: Schedule a putting evaluation. It takes less than 15 minutes. Our basic putting evaluation costs 

nothing, and can save you a lot of aggravation.  

  

                                                                                                                                                                             

.  

Even the best putters in the world like Jordan Spieth, have coaches. 

Here he’s on the range with coach Cameron McCormick. 

This Wilson 8802 nicknamed ‘Little Ben’ 

was used by Ben Crenshaw to win 19 times 

on the PGA Tour, including 2 Masters.   

This Calamity Jane putter was used by Bobby 

Jones to win 13 Major Championships between 

1923 and 1930.  It was made by Robert Condie 

of St. Andrews.  
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Just for fun, here’s a little history. Below are two of the 

most famous putters used during the past 100 years. 



Tip # 2 

Chip Like you Putt, and Take your Wrists Out.   
  

We're all looking for ways to shoot lower scores. But without proper guidance, going to the range can leave 

us in the same place we started.  

There is an easier way, even if you don't play a lot of golf. Master those shots from on the green or a few 

yards off it!  

Two of the easiest ways to shoot lower scores is by putting and 

chipping better. Here are two simple steps to success.  

1. Let your putter swing freely back and forth without using your 

wrists. Imagine your hands and wrists are in casts, and your arms 

are glued to your ribcage. Now, all you can do is rock your shoulders 

back and forth. This may feel a little restricted at first, but will quickly 

help you control the speed of your putts. And speed control is the key 

to taking less putts! 

  

2.  Chip like you 

putt. For virtually  

every short shot   

around a green that   

isn't deep in the rough, 

take your 7-iron and set 

up to the ball the same way you do for putts. Now set your 

ball back in your stance nearer your right foot, then move 

your weight to your left foot, and keep it there. Along with 

moving your weight to the left, press your hands to the left so 

your left hand is in line with your inner thigh. 

Swing your 7-iron the same as you would your putter. Don't 

be concerned about how strange it may feel with your weight 

on your left foot - just keep it there during your stroke.   

By reducing or eliminating excess wrist and body movement 

on your putts and chips, the average golfer can lower their 

scores by 2 or more strokes in under a week! 
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Golf great Ken Venturi used real casts to 

demonstrate the importance of eliminating 

movement of your wrists when you chip. 

Get better from just off the greens, 

and watch more putts drop in! 



Tip # 3 

4 Vital Keys to Taking the Fear Out of your Short Wedges.  
  

Most missed short wedges are caused by a poor set-up. Here are four easy steps to setting up correctly and 

hitting beautiful wedges. 

1. Position your ball slightly to the right of center in your stance. Make sure your hands hang down 

naturally, then press them toward your target an inch or two. Your grip should be in line with the inside of 

your left thigh. The shaft may feel like it’s angled too far forward. Don’t worry about it.  

2. Set 75% of your weight on your left foot.  

3. Once you're set-up correctly, start your backswing by smoothly swinging your club back using your chest 

and shoulders. (You should feel the muscles in your mid to upper back contracting as you start your 

backswing. Note: I also feel the muscles move on my ribcage.)    

4. Here's the moment of truth. Keep most of your weight on your left foot during your entire swing both 

back and through. Your chest must lead the swing through impact. We're trying to keep the triangle formed 

by your shoulders and arms in the same shape as they are at address. This means not allowing your wrists to 

hinge on pitches under 20 yards. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice how Tom’s shoulders and arms (pictured above) form a solid triangle after impact, and his arms and 

club have the same relation to each other as they did at address.   

Anyone can learn to hit their wedges with confidence. We just need to follow a few basics, then get a feel 

for repeating them with some practice. 
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14-time major champion Tom Watson allows his chest and arms to 

move together on his wedges, while his weight stays on his left side! 



Tip # 4 

Take the Fear Out of your Sand Shots. 

I'm not sure which terrifies some people more - fear of snakes, fear of heights, or facing a sand shot! If 

you're one of those who chose sand shots, let’s put this fear to rest. 

If you have trouble out of the sand, next time you're in a bunker, 

follow these 4 simple steps. 

1)  Position the ball halfway between your left foot and the center of 

your stance. 

2)  Aim your feet slightly left of your target. Set 70 percent of your 

weight on your left foot and keep it there during your swing. 

Important note: Don' t allow your weight to shift back onto your 

right foot. 

3)  Rotate the face of 

your sand wedge open, 

so it looks like the clubface is pointing slightly right of your 

target. This open face position helps your club glide through 

the sand. 

 

 

4)  On the takeaway, swing your club higher (more vertically) in the air than usual, with a three-quarter 

backswing. You should feel as if you're picking the club straight up. 

On your downswing, let the club enter the sand at least 2 inches behind the ball. As you swing through, feel 

as if your chest is moving to the left, cutting across the ball. The ball will be pushed out by the force of the 

sand coming between the clubface and your 

ball. Remember, we don't want your club 

coming in contact with the ball.  

If you've kept your weight on your left foot and 

finished your swing with your chest facing the 

target, your ball has a better than average 

chance of landing on the green.  

Bunker shots initially require some practice, 

until you get used to the feel of the correct 

swing. With some practice you’ll learn to trust 

it.  

6 

Tour Pro Luke Donald hits a perfect sand 

shot by staying level, and letting his chest 

and arms move through impact together. 

This is how your wedge should look when you 

set up to greenside sand shots. 

Why is the sand shot called the easiest shot in golf? Because done       

       correctly, you never have to hit the ball! 



Tip # 5 

Too Much Help, Can Be Worse Than Not Enough.   
  

Today, there are an almost limitless array of resources to help golfers. The problem is too many golfers are 

trying to apply too many pieces of information, all at the same time.  

If you read a golf magazine that says to extend your left arm, then watch a video that says flex your knees, 

then listen to the tip your playing partner heard from a friend of a friend, then try to apply Golf Channel 

advice, you'll end up so confused you won't be 

able to swing the club!   

If you want to enjoy golf more, I suggest you 

follow these simple swing keys. Although all 6 

fundamentals are true, you need to know which 

of them to focus on. It’s extremely difficult to 

swing smoothly and consistently using a long 

checklist you've memorized.  

1. Learn a fundamentally sound grip, then hold 

your clubs lightly with soft hands, arms, and 

shoulders.   

                                                                   

2. Start your backswing in a relaxed manner as if you were going to toss the club 30 feet straight back. 

3. Let your weight pivot naturally onto the 

inside of your right foot on your 

backswing, and onto the outside of your 

left foot on your downswing. Get used to 

holding your finish for at least 3 seconds 

at the end of your swing. Holding your 

finish will help teach you balance.   

4. Always swing through the ball, never at 

it. This holds true for driving and irons, as 

well as wedges, chipping, and putting.  

5. Take more club than you think you 

need. If you usually use an 8-iron, take a 

7-iron instead, and swing smoothly. 

Taking extra club helps make up for the 

loss of distance players experience on 

off-center hits.    

6. Remember to have fun! You're playing golf to relax and enjoy yourself! 

Try to avoid adding unnecessary stress by keeping things simple. 

If this is how you feel standing over a golf shot, there’s a                       

good chance you’ve got too much in your head.  

7 



Tip # 6 

When it Comes to your Irons, What you Don't Know Can Hurt you.   
  

We have to swing our irons properly to hit long, straight shots. But how do we really know how much of 

our inconsistency is a result of our swing, and how much is a result of our clubs? 

Here are a few points about your irons to consider: 

If you need more ball height, the clubhead should have more weight placed on the bottom. If accuracy is a 

problem, you want more weight positioned toward the toe, the heel, and the top edge of the head. This 

stabilizes the clubhead on your off-center hits creating straighter shots. 

The shaft should be appropriate to how easy or hard you swing. It should be lighter and more flexible if you 

swing at a slow speed, or heavier and stiffer if you swing at a high speed.  

The grip should feel good in your hands. You should like the feel of both the texture, and how large or small 

the grip is. Grips come in a variety of textures, and 5 basic sizes ranging from very small to oversized.  

Here are a few guidelines that will help you learn about 

irons and the three main components used to make them - 

the head, the shaft, and the grip.  

 

Head design - Average golfers needing height should use a 

wider sole with a thicker toe, top line, and heel area. 

Stronger more highly skilled golfers wanting lower flight, 

should use a narrower sole, toe, top line, and heel.  

 

Many golfers buy clubs based on the  look of the head only, 

but need to also take a close look at the shaft options, and 

grip texture and grip size.  

 

Shaft - The slower you swing, the lighter and more 

flexible your shafts should be. Without exception, the 

lightest shafts will be made from graphite, not steel.     

As a player's swing speed gradually increases, they may 

move into heavier graphite shafts, or light steel shafts. The strongest players benefit most from heavier steel 

shafts due to the shaft’s ability to control the height of their shots, while also helping them maintain an even 

tempo.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light shafts help increase clubhead speed and add distance. Heavy shafts keep faster swings under control, 

and are best when accuracy is more important than distance. 

This wide sole model also has a thick top line. These 

features help add height and improve accuracy. 

Choosing the right head design is one of the first steps  

in getting properly fit irons.   

This Prolaunch graphite shaft weighs only 65 grams, 

half that of the heaviest steel shafts. 

The Dynamic Gold shaft is the most popular shaft on tour, weighing 

130 grams – twice as heavy as the 65 gram Prolaunch shown above.  
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Top line 

Toe 

Heel 

Sole 



  

Grip - Textures vary from very soft and smooth, to coarse and rough feeling. Some grips are tacky, others 

come with varying degrees of give.  Here are some examples of different grips. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once you've selected a texture that feels good to your touch, then the sizing becomes important. The smaller 

your hand, the smaller the grip should be, and the larger your hand, the larger it should be.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above are the 5 main grip diameters available. They are very close to actual size.  

 

Once your irons have the right combination of head design, shaft, and grip – and are assembled by a 

qualified clubmaker, you'll be on your way to playing your best golf! 
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Chamois 

Air cushion grip 

with ribs inside. 

Good for arthritic 

hands. 

Tour Wrap 

Tacky, gummy feel. 

Good for a secure 

grip. Avoid if your 

hands sweat a lot.  

3G 

Firm textured 

surface. Good for 

rough hands. 

Multi-compound 

Blend of cord and 

rubber. Nice 

secure feel.  

Tour Velvet 

Soft feel, rubber 

with slits. Good 

for players who 

like a soft feel. 

Velvet Cord 

Cord throughout. 

Good for players 

liking firm, rough 

texture. 



Tip # 7 

Why you Slice and How to Stop It. 
  

Let’s get right to stopping your slice.  
 

Cause #1 - You have a bad grip. The easiest way to stop slicing and start hitting straighter shots is to hold 

your club correctly. I'm going to focus on the left hand position, since this is the main culprit in causing 

your slice. 
 

Make sure the crease formed by your thumb and index 

finger points to your right shoulder. Don't be concerned 

about how strange or awkward it may feel, just start hitting 

balls at a range. After about 20 or so balls, you'll start 

feeling 'less weird' about how your grip feels. You should 

notice that more balls are flying straighter, and less balls are 

going to the right.   
 

Cause #2 - Your weight stays on your right side.  Grab    

a baseball or a golf ball and toss it overhand, so it flies at 

least 30 or more feet forward before hitting the ground. 

Freeze in your 

finish position. 

Notice how your weight is almost entirely on your left foot, and 

your left hip and chest have rotated toward the target. This is 

exactly how you should feel after finishing your golf swing.  

If you want more consistent results, your weight needs to be the 

first thing that starts moving as you begin your downswing. If 

you leave your weight back on your right foot, you'll be 

fighting the slice for a very long time! 

 

Cause #3 - Your swingpath is moving in the wrong 

direction. Your golf ball has to react to the clubhead's forces. 

When your clubhead and shaft are moving away from your 

body, instead of closer to your body on the downswing, you're 

in trouble. The slice or pull are close at hand.  

One of the easiest ways to correct your 

swingpath is to try to swing to the right of your 

target. I know this may seem counterintuitive, 

but this is the first step in correcting a bad 

swingpath. Once you have your club moving in 

the right direction, you'll learn how to let your 

hands and forearms naturally roll over as you 

hit your shot. And voila, your slice disappears! 

Anyone can learn to stop slicing. But, it 

requires identifying which flaws you have, and 

putting in some practice to correct them. 
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The crease formed by the thumb and index finger 

of your left hand, must point to your right shoulder.  

Notice how far Tom Watson’s hips have turned             

to the left as he starts his downswing.  



Tip # 8 

Let your Hybrid Be your Friend.    
  

If you don't own one or more hybrids, it's costing you strokes! I personally carry two of them in my bag, 

and many tour pros carry at least one. On the LPGA Tour virtually every player has one or more hybrids in 

their bag.  

 

If you’re a short hitter, and are carrying a 2, 3, 4, 5, or even a 6-iron, you should consider adding some 

hybrids to your set.  

  

Here are 4 ways you can make the best use of these valuable clubs. 

  

1. Use a 2, 3 or 4 hybrid to tee off on holes when you need to hit the ball in the fairway, and distance isn't as 

important as accuracy.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Use a hybrid to punch out when you're in the trees and need to keep your ball low to avoid hitting limbs.   

 

3. Chip with your hybrid instead of using a wedge when you're just off the green with a fair lie, and have 

plenty of green to work with.  

  

4. Use a hybrid to play a low running shot from in front of a green when you have a clear opening, and are 

50 yards or less from the pin.  

  

Hybrids have a lower center of gravity than most irons, so they hit the ball higher and farther than the same 

number iron. So a 4 hybrid would typically outdistance a 4-iron.  

 

Because hybrids use shafts that are shorter than woods of comparable distance, hybrids are easier to hit 

solidly, making them more consistent than woods.   
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Hybrids take the best attributes of both irons and woods, and blend them together 

creating easier to hit clubs. The lower center of gravity helps players hit higher 

shots. The shorter shafts make hybrids easier to hit than fairway woods.  



Tip # 9 

The 10-Second Method of Hitting Straighter Tee Shots. 
  

Did you know back when Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, Arnold Palmer, Lee Trevino, Ben Hogan, and many 

of the greatest players in history were winning all those majors, drivers measured only 43 to 43.5 inches 

long? 

  

Then in 1991 with advances in technology, and seeking to add distance to drives, the Callaway Big Bertha 

was invented, and drivers started growing in length. The Big Bertha was built at a standard length of 44 

inches long.  

 

Go to your local golf shop today and you’ll find men’s standard 

length drivers are at least 45 to 46 inches long. 

  

I’m a golf pro, and my driver is played at only 44 inches 

long!  How come?  The shorter your driver is, the easier it is to 

hit the ball in the center of the club, and this is how you get the 

most distance. You’ll see my driver in the photo to the right.  

  

So take your driver and hold down 1 to 2 inches, from the end of 

your grip, and move slightly closer to the ball. Take your regular 

swing, and you'll immediately start hitting more solid drives.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not only will you hit straighter drives, you'll gain distance by reducing your mis-hits. Give it a try - I’ll 

guarantee you’ll start hitting more fairways! 
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Holding down on your driver, makes it easier to hit it more solidly.  

The wear mark on my Titleist driver, is 

pretty consistent.  This helps me hit more 

fairways and maximizes my distance.  



Tip # 10 

Make Friends With your Clubs and Ball. 
  

If you're one of those golfers who swings aggressively, or is off balance after a shot, this tip should really 

help.  

  

Hitting a golf ball should be a smooth, rhythmic, beautifully balanced 

motion - more like an artist's smooth stroke of a brush, or the effortless 

motion of a child swinging back and forth.  

 

All golf swings should reflect this grace, whether it's a putt, chip, 

wedge, sand shot, iron, hybrid, or drive.  

  

Here are some tips to make your                     

game a little easier! 
  

Maintain light grip pressure, and keep your arms and shoulders 

relaxed. Hold your clubs with about the same pressure you'd use to 

hold a pint of water. When gripping your clubs you want just enough 

pressure, firm but relaxed, so you can swing freely.  

  

Hinge and unhinge your wrists when you swing. If you keep your 

hands, arms, and shoulders relaxed, it should be fairly easy to feel the 

hinging and unhinging of your wrists during your swing. This is where the main source of power comes 

from.  

  

Follow your body's natural backswing and downswing planes. Let your club swing straight back away 

from the ball, then let your club swing forward, allowing it to rotate to the left of your target and around 

your body. This motion naturally squares your clubface, creating straighter shots.   

Note: The correct feeling starting your downswing is to allow your hands to move down toward the ground. 

If you’ve done this correctly, your hands will feel like they're dropping downward toward your right hip. As 

the club drops, make sure you keep moving your weight onto your left side and turning toward your target.  

  

Swing through the ball on every shot, including chips and putts. Instead of trying to hit at the ball, 

focus on moving your club through the ball. This simple adjustment helps reduce tension, and gives 

you added distance, and straighter shots.  

  

Start using these techniques, and watch your game get a lot easier, while your body feels more 

relaxed!  
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Picture a child swinging back and forth, 

then try to match that tempo when                 

swinging your clubs.  



Bonus Tip!  

3 Ways to Avoid Suffering When you Golf. 
  

If you're not enjoying golf the way you’d like to, try taking a more relaxed outlook.  

  

Too often I see students putting unnecessary pressure on themselves by creating unrealistic expectations. So 

here are some simple ways to make golf more enjoyable.  

  

1. Understand that you don't spend 8 hours per day 

practicing and playing. Tour pros play, practice and compete 

for a living - you probably don't have that much time.                                  

 

If you’ll take a slightly different view of the game, a more easy

-going view, you’ll find bad shots won’t bother you as much. 

You might even occasionally find yourself laughing at 

yourself.  

 

See golf for what it is: a 600-year-old, unpredictable, 

exhilarating, and sometimes maddening game of leisure, where 

players of all ages attempt to hit a little ball into a small hole in 

the ground.  

 

2. Learn to relax. Golfing is intended to be fun and 

challenging. Take the pressure off yourself, enjoy the good 

shots, and put aside the poor ones! Golf great Bobby Jones,   

co-founder of Augusta National Golf Club gave some great 

advice. He encouraged the average golfer to enjoy the feeling 

of his good shots, and put less importance on what he scored.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Notice nature. When was the last time you played golf, and paused to look at the trees, a lake, passing 

clouds, birds chirping, or ducks wading in a pond? If you haven’t done this in a while, try slowing down, 

taking in your surroundings, and enjoying your time away from our hectic, fast-paced world. 
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Anyone taking the carefree attitude of Bill Murray 

is bound to have more fun on the course! 

Walter Hagen winner of 11 major championships 

on tour, may have been the most easy-going golf 

professional in history.  

One of his famous quotes: “You're only here for a 

short visit. Don't hurry, don't worry. And be sure 

to smell the flowers along the way.”  



Tiger Tip!  

Keys to Tiger's Great Wedges.    
  

Tiger holed a short pitch, and nearly holed two more during the weekend rounds of the 2018 Valspar 

Championship. Here's how you can apply some of Tiger's principles, and gain confidence around the greens. 

He takes a narrow stance, and sets up with his ball very close to his feet.  

  

The toe of his wedge rotates open on the backswing - Tiger lets gravity work, making his swing appear 

effortless. By turning his shoulders and allowing the toe of his wedge to rotate open, he sets the club in 

perfect position to follow the proper downswing 

plane.  

 

Tiger's chest leads his arms going through - 

With his weight pivoting smoothly onto his left 

foot at the start of his downswing, he lets his chest 

follow, then his shoulders and arms, and finally his 

hands.  

  

He pivots naturally - In his full swing, his body's 

weight moves to the inside of his right foot on the 

backswing, and onto the outside of his left foot on 

the follow-through.   

  

On even 15 or 20 yard pitches, Tiger lets his weight 

gently and subtly pivot to his right swinging back, 

and to his left going through. This maintains the 

natural rhythm of his effortless wedge swing.    

  

Of course there's the obvious - Practice. Any swing 

that looks as easy and effortless as Tiger's, comes 

from hitting thousands of wedges from different lies - both perfect ones and balls buried in the rough.  

 

Finally, confidence hitting great wedges becomes the natural result of proper practice. Not just practice, but 

proper practice. Tiger’s had access to the best golf instructors in the world, so when he practices he knows 

his efforts have to show results. We’re not Tiger, but we can learn the basics and then get to practicing. 

You’ll soon see your confidence rise, and your scores go down!  
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I stood behind Tiger at the Valspar Championship and 

shot some video of his wedges just before he teed off 

for the final round. This is a clip from the video.  



Relax and Golf with Michael Riso 
 

 

Overview of Products and Services 

If you’d like more information or have any questions, please contact us at 727-776-8380. Thank you!  

              

             Professional Golf Instruction for All Skill Levels  

Private Lessons – One-on-One Golf Instruction. 

Semi-Private Lessons – Two Students Sharing Lessons. 

Group Classes and Clinics – Three to six Students per Group. 

Junior Classes – Private Lessons or Groups with kids up to age 14. 

‘On-Course’ Lessons – Learning while Playing with a Golf Pro. 

Player Development Packages – Long-term Instruction lasting 6 months or more. 

Putting Instruction at your office – Mobile Putting Carpet for Client Entertainment. 
 

Golf Clubs and Club Repair 

Putters ‘Custom Fit’ to Reduce 3-putts.  

Drivers and Woods ‘Custom Fit’ to add Distance and Accuracy. 

Hybrids ‘Custom Fit’ to replace hard to hit Wood and Irons. 

Irons and Wedges ‘Custom Fit’ to create Easier to Hit Shots.  

                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

 

Team Building Program         

‘Creating A Team With Singular Focus’ 

‘On-course’ putting instruction includes business focused exercises that        

teach staff members how to work together so they benefit themselves,                

co-workers, and the company they’re a part of.  

Companies become more profitable when team members work together          

as a cohesive unit with a singular focus. 

 

LPGA star Lexi Thompson.  

Learn the secrets of the   

world’s best players! 

Use Team Building for a happier, 

more productive staff! 
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Mike Riso Golf 

Mike Riso Golf    www.mikerisogolf.com    E-mail: mike@mikeriso.com    727-776-8380 


